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1915] Economic History and Geography 

Iain's pioneer work in the city of Birmingham and eloquent preach- 
ing of social reforms throughout the nation, as well as the amazing 
land acts bestowed upon Ireland by the Unionist party as bulwarks 
against home rule, and the foreign examples of state action, par- 
ticularly in Germany. The last chapter affords a convenient guide 
to, and analysis of, the important social legislation enacted under 
Liberal auspices since 1906 — legislation which will remain as a 
monument to the change of heart that overtook the British people 
just on the eve of the greatest crisis in their internal as well as 
external history, the Great War of 1914. 

In all cases Mr. Perris has based his work on most eminent 
authorities ; and he has produced, on the whole, an accurate and 
very readable book, which will prove to be a useful manual for 
courses in modern economic history. The book contains seven 
appendices, largely statistical in character, an up-to-date bibliog- 
raphy, and a convenient index. 
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This work is not an exhaustive treatise, is not based primarily 
on statistics, but is rather an essay, containing sufficient facts to 
warrant the observations made. 

The primary inquiry is divided into two parts. First, is agricul- 
tural labor cheaper or dearer to the employer than other labor to 
its employers? Second, do some groups of agricultural laborers 
sell their labor less advantageously than do other groups? The 
author finds an affirmative answer to each of these questions. 
Agricultural laborers are underpaid as compared with other labor- 
ers, indeed they are so seriously underpaid as to be unable to 
maintain a suitable standard of life. Probably a considerable part 
of them are underfed during a great portion of their lives. Why 
do they not move to other lines of employment? Because, for 
reasons stated quite clearly, agricultural labor is particularly 



